
 

 

 
 

First Grade News 
Mrs. Cosgrove, Mrs. June and Mrs. O’Neal  

 January 2020 

 

 

 

Problem Solving Strategies  

❖ Take away the question when solving the problem. Ask 

children to explain what is happening in the problem. 

What do they know and what do they think the question 

might be? 

❖ Using materials to model the problem will allow children to 

understand what is happening in the problems. 

 
❖ Solving comparison word problems is a challenging 

concept. Provide opportunities for your child to compare 

things they see in the real world. For example, in the 

grocery store ask how many more apples you bought 

than oranges. The more children are exposed to this 

concept the more they will begin to understand what the 

question is asking. 

❖ *Solving comparison word problems is a challenging concept. 

Provide opportunities for your child to compare things they 

see in the real world. For example, in the grocery store ask 

how many more apples you bought than oranges. The more 

children are exposed to this concept the more they will 

begin to understand what the question is asking. 

Website Recommendations: 

Greg Tang: Word Problems 
http://gregtangmath.com/wordproblems 
Greg Tang Funny Numbers 

http://gregtangmath.com/funnynumbers 

Place Value tools 

http://www.glencoe.com/sites/common_assets/mathematics/ebook

_assets/vmf/VMF-Interface.html 

 

Math Standards 

and Strategies Drawing Conclusions 
This month we will be working on drawing 

conclusions about the characters.  This skill 

helps the reader to have a deeper understanding 

of what is happening in the story.  Students will 

use story clues and what they know to draw 

conclusions.   

This makes me think... 

The character feels... 

This is important because... 

The author probably thinks... 

 

 
 
Resources for home: PBSKids reading games 

 

http://mpt.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/kids-lab-

games-martha-speaks-pup-talk/pup-talk-martha-speaks/ 

 

 

Students will be using 

creativity to solve problems by 

building a house for the 4th 

little pig to keep him safe. 

 

Reading Skill Focus 

Upcoming Events 

Current PYP Unit 

Unit: How We Express Ourselves 
Central Idea: Culture connects people through shared beliefs, 

traditions, and experiences. 
Question to ask your child: What is culture? 

How does culture influence my day? How do we celebrate in our 
culture? 

For any questions or additional 

information, please contact your 

child’s teacher. 
 

Mrs. Cosgrove- emcosgrove@aacps.org 

Mrs. June’s class – ljune@aacps.org  

Mrs. O’Neal’s class – koneal@aacps.org 
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